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REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF DANUBE, SEPTEMBER 15, 2005

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Danube, County of
Herkimer and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 438 Creek Road,
Little Falls, NY on 15" day of September 2005.

PRESENT: CharlesWelden ----  Supervisor
Allan G. Edmunds ----  Councilman
Lee Ann Stock ----  Councilwoman
James L asher Councilman
Patricia Jodway ----  Councilwoman
Mary Herringshaw ----  Clerk
ABSENT: L eonard Pross ----  Superintendent of Highways

Supervisor Welden called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR/PUBLIC CONCERNS

At 7:02 p.m. Supervisor Welden opened the floor to public comment.

Thefirst resident to speak was John Dobrovolc of 117 The Lane Road. Dobrovolc
guestioned the extensive work done on theroad recently and wondered why the
road hasn’'t been paved. Dobrovolc asked why the job wasn’t completed the way he
wastold by Highway Superintendent Prossthat it would be. He also mentioned that
it has been two months since he seeded hislawn where the work was done and there
still isn’t any grass growing, stating he was concer ned about that because hiswell is
only five feet away. Dobrovolc said grasswould usually grow unlessit wastreated
dirt that thetown put in there. Supervisor Welden stated that over a period of
weeks Pross has been going up and measuring the pipe because there was a sense
that the diameter was changing in size and they didn’t want to do anymor e work
there until they could say for surethat it wasn’t changing. Welden also explained
that Pross was going to preservethe surface for the winter with oil and stone and
then pavein the spring after theroad has settled. Councilman Lasher then spoketo
the group of residents at the meeting explaining that Pross hasn’t been at a regular
monthly board meeting in the last five monthsto go over the status of the road but
the highway department wasn’t to pave because of a chance of theroad settling, also
stating that Horender Construction was sent up thereto pave by Pross and then told
to stop because it wasn’'t approved. Dobrovolc then questioned why the work was
donein thefirst place and why the highway department didn’t just repair the
retaining wall, stating that it ssemsto him like a lot of money spent to fix something
that didn’t need to be fixed. Councilwoman Jodway then asked Mark Warner,
Highway Department Employee, how many callsthey received from her to go and
clean the culvert. Warner replied 3 or 4. Jodway then explained that when she saw
the trucks going up to pave she went up herself and told them that therewas a
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decision made at the last board meeting not to pave because of potential problems
and the potential of having to dig theroad up again. Dobrovolc then said that he
wastold by Prossthat he would be able to mow the grass and weed in there but
nothing has grown and he is concerned about that. Dobrovolc asked wherethe
gravel came from and wondered if it wastreated mentioning again that hiswell is
only five feet away from there. Councilman Edmundsthen asked therest of the
board what the town could do for him, asking if they could get seed or something.
Welden said they would have to do something with theroad first. Councilwoman
Stock then commented that it was hard to say anything with Prossthereto give
some answers. Edmundsthen said his only comment on that isthat the people voted
him in. Lasher then said that to the boards knowledge nothing treated was put in
there. Dobrovolc said he still wanted to know where it came from. Welden said it
came from the town’s gravel bed.

The next resident to speak was Michael Weiner. Weiner said he had more issues
with thedogs again. Weiner stated that there weretwo morelitters (18 dogs) up
there. Weiner also brought a copy of the NY S Consolidated Dog L aws stating that
the town can do something about the dogs if they arerunning. Weiner then asked
the board membersif they were aware that the dogs killed two, of Mr. Kelley’s,
ducks. Welden said that the assessor handlesit if a domestic dog kills ducks and
Welden istaking car e of getting the formsand will deliver them when they come.
Welden said that the Kelley’swould get reimbursed for theloss of the ducks.
Welner then stated that they are chasing cats and horses and aretraveling up to
Treasure Mountain everyday. Councilwoman Jodway said that last month she did
guestion the legalities of the dog licenses issued by the City Clerk’s Office and that
on September 9" a letter went out stating that the licenses wer e revoked and would
haveto beissued through thetown. Jodway stated that the dogs are no longer
licensed. Welden said that the dogs could be picked up then, and had the board
memberslook at an ariel photo which pointed out areasin which these dogs were
seen running which seemsto be spreading farther and farther from their home.
Welden said what is going to end up happening isthat the town isgoing to end up
having to pass a leash law because of a few individuals not controlling their dogs.
Weiner said his biggest concern isthat someoneisgoingto get hurt. Welden said
that since they are not licensed they could be picked up if they are running but the
expense would be charged to the town from the Humane Society. Councilman
Edmunds then suggested that the dog control officer pick them up. Weiner stated
that any feesincurred by the town could be added to the owner’s property taxes.

Mary Ann Aloisio was the next resident to speak handing out picturestaken the
previous night showing thelack of maintenancein the area of Finks Basin Road,
LoversLeap Road and The Lane Road. Aloisio then stated that thisisthe worst this
area has ever looked ever. Welden said that some of that is because the town
doesn’t have a mower to use.

Resident Fran Aloisio was the next to speak stating that the board tables a lot of
things and asking the board the status of the insurance check that wastabled at a
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previous meeting. Welden said that topic was on the agenda for tonight’s meeting
and explained that they are getting close to the 180 days to expiration so they will
have to come to a decision or the check will be void. Welden explained that at first
it was voted on to send the check back. The next day there was discussion from
some board member s expressing that they felt the town should keep the check. It
was then decided to put the check into the trust and agency account and then after
deter mining the cost of repairing the equipment the remainder of the money would
be sent back to the insurance company. Lasher then spoke up questioning how the
board could make a decision and then the next day change their minds. Lasher said
it islike taking one step forward and three steps backwards. Edmunds then
guestioned why it was such a big deal. Lasher replied that he originally asked
Welden why it was even turned into the insurance company since the highway
department has always fixed their own equipment. Welden then said that Prosstold
him heturned it in because all of the towns are doing that now. Lasher then
reminded the board that Prosstold them, at a meeting, that even though he turned
it in to the insurance company the men wer e going to fix it and they could usethe
check to buy new tires. Lasher then said that is dishonest and he couldn’t be a part
of that and that if thetown triesto nickel and dimethe insurance company then the
premiumswill go up and that doesn’t make any sense because the men here can fix
it better than anyone else can anyways. Edmundsreplied that that iswhy the town
hasinsurance and our premium is so high we should useit. Lasher still replied that
the premiumswould go up. Welden said after speaking with Tim Day just

yester day, Day expectsour premium to decrease thisyear. Lasher said he doesn’t
know why everyone can’t trust the men to fix the truck because he does. Edmunds
said he truststhe men also. Lasher then asked highway employee Mark Warner if
he thought they could fix thetruck. Warner replied ‘oh god yes. Fran Aloisio then
stated that he remembered Pross stating that he would have the men fix it and use
the insurance money for tiresand Aloisio expressed that the board isn’t setting a
good example by taking the check.

Lasher then addressed Justice Clerk Joan Miller stating that after last months
meeting he did indeed check with Justice George L uther from the Town of Schuyler
who told Lasher that their town takesin 500 tickets a month and about $30,000.
Lasher reminded Miller that shereported to the board that our town was almost as
busy at their town and Lasher pointed out that wearen’t. Lasher said maybe Miller
was misinformed and he wasjust bringing back the information that he told her he
would.

7:56 Public Comment was closed.

RESOLUTION # 96
APPROVAL OF NEW AGENDA
On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway,
the following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays O
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Resolved that the agenda for the meeting be approved.

RESOLUTION # 97
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion made by Councilman Lasher, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays O
Resolved that the minutes from August 11™, 2005 be approved.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICIALS

ASSESSOR

Supervisor Welden explained that he wrote to assessor Denise Reska requesting to
know the taxable value of the town and found out that the town taxable assessed
value decreased thisyear by $165,041, which was partially the result of the BAR
lowering the value of the former McKenney Farm by $150,800. Welden said he can
easily predict a decreasein the equalization rate again and the only way to offset
that iswith arevaluation of thetown. Welden said that he spoke with Reska about
it and she said the county does about 3 per year and the City of Little Falls has
already asked for one, so Welden said if we want to have one done we have to decide
right along, saying it is something to think about.

CODES REPORT

Supervisor Welden went over thereport from Codes Enforcer Steve LaCoppola.
Justice Clerk Miller then asked how she should handle complaints coming in to her
because people can’t get hold of the codes enforcer. Miller went on to state that
people are complaining that they are being put behind on their construction because
they can’t get hold of LaCoppola and Miller would like a number to give out when
people stop in or call. Welden told Miller to give out hisnumber if someone calls
looking for LaCoppola.

TOWN JUSTICE

Supervisor Welden went over a monthly report submitted by the justice department
that stated the number of ticketsreceived 141, closed 127, and open 2967. Jodway
then asked what wasthe status of the money confiscated in our town. Jodway
wanted to know if the town was still going to get a portion or not. Miller said she
turned all of that information over to theboard. Welden said he hadn’t heard
anything lately but Herkimer County wastrying to turn the case over to Syracuse.

DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Dog Control Officer Hysack did provide Supervisor Welden with areport to
distribute at the meeting for the Month of August. Welden did state that when
Hysack follows up on callsthe dogs ar e usually gone and that iswhy it isa good idea
to take picturesif you have a camera handy to show to her.
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RESOLUTION # 98

DOG COMMITTEE

On a motion made by Councilwoman Jodway, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Waelden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to establish a committee to establish a leash law consisting of both council
member s and residents.

Jodway said she would chair the committee. Edmunds said he would be on the
committee along with residents Kim Broderick and Mike Weiner. Welden said
something could also go in the paper letting other residents know about it incase
they wereinterested they could call Jodway at 823-4486. Lasher said they should
put something in the paper to let residents know what they are doing anyway.

TOWN CLERK

Supervisor Welden accepted the monthly report submitted from Clerk Herringshaw
for the month of August 2005. Welden reported that the Evening Times submitted
a bill to thetown for $514.29 for running minutesin the paper from October, 2004
and asfar asWelden could tell therewasn’t a previous charge for that month.
Lasher then said that obviously the publisher/editor isn’t running the newspaper; it
ismore likethe men who work therethat are because they come and go asthey
please.

CEMETERY BOARD
Rick Mosher, cemetery board president, wasn’'t present but did send areport to go
over.

RESOLUTION # 99

TOWN OWNERSHIP OF HOUPT CEMETERY

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Waelden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to have cemetery attorney Norman Mastromor o prepare a resolution that
would declare the town’s owner ship of the existing Houpt Cemetery.

Mosher also requested to know the outcome of last months meeting request of Bob
Drummondsfor the cemetery cleanup to include that cemetery ongoing. Welden
said that Drummonds would have to request that in writing and the board would
turn it over to the attorney and a right of way would haveto be established. Welden
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said that thisisthefirst time we have ever looked into owning a cemetery for which
thereisn’t a perpetual fund already in place.

PLANNING BOARD
No report submitted but Welden stated they would be in action fairly soon asthere
are going to be antenna changes on a tower in the town.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

RESOLUTION # 100

MONTHLY REPORT

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman L asher, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Waelden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to accept August’s Monthly Report from Supervisor Welden.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent wasn’t present but did submit areport for the board to go
over. Welden said that it iskind of hard to say anything about thereport with out
Prossthereto explain. Lasher did ask Welden to explain the crisisthat Pross had
last week about being out of fuel and not having a supplier. Welden said he was
lead to believe that the town was out of diesel fuel and that they weren’t going to be
ableto get any so Welden went to the town’s current supplier, Suburban, in Fort
Plain and talked to Manager Wayne Horender about it Horender wrote up an
order on the spot and it was delivered to the town. Lasher asked what arrangement
the town had in terms of delivery. Welden said thereis no arrangement now in
place but said they should have it topped off before the end of the month. Lasher
then asked if they automatically drop off at the garage. Welden said no and that
they ran out in July and Mark Warner called and had them drop some off. Warner
then stated that when he called them in July he was told they shouldn’t drop off any
fuel at the garage again until November. Welden said then it really wasn’t
Suburban’s (Agway’s) problem that the town ran out then. Welden then stated that
the town could put alegal noticein the paper for bidsfor fuel oil. Edmunds asked if
it could be specific to include the number of gallons used last year or the number of
gallonsthat would be approximately be used thisyear. Welden said he would work
on it soon and then have Clerk Herringshaw run the notice in the paper.

RESOLUTION # 101

FUEL OIL BIDS

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway,
the following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0
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Resolved to run alegal notice for 3 separate daysfor Diesel Fuel and Heating Oil
Bidsfor the 2005/2006 winter season.

At thispoint Jodway asked what the $294 listed on the highway report under scrap
steel wasfor. Welden explained that it has been therefor a while and it pertainsto
previousyears. At thispoint the board talked about the request for the Ucasz Road
amended highway agreement that Prosswanted. They also talked about Lovers
Leap Road. Welden said he thought they should do something with it but put a
$500 limit on it. Lasher said that it isonly going to break up. Welden then asked
how latein the season could they oil and stone. Lasher said until November aslong
asit staysdry for 24 hours. Lasher then asked Warner how much it would taketo
build up the side of theroad so it tips about 6 inches. Warner said not that much at
all. Welden then said could they at least do that then, could there be a
recommendation to tip theroad or just haveit oil and stoned. Lasher said he still
believed it would break up, but suggested putting calcium chloride on it or cold
patch. Welden asked Warner how that would be. Warner said that would work.
Welden then asked the board what should be done. Stock said we have to have
Pross hereto advise us. Welden asked if they could support cold patch or millings.
Lasher said it might just be better to put crusher run and calcium chloride. Welden
said he would recommend building up with crusher run to the north so it slopesto
the south and then adding calcium chloride. Welden then said he wanted to go over
a few more thingswhile Warner was still there, as he wastheir contact for highway.
They next discussed tiresfor D2, which are all bald (8 tirestotal). Warner said the
insides duals are all worn out and thereisonly alittle left on the outside. Welden
said that Pross said he could get 8tiresfor $863.20 if the existing casings wer e good
or for $1832 if the casingswere not good. Lasher asked if the tires were recaps or
werethey new tires. Warner said he did not know.

RESOLUTION # 102

TIRESFOR D2

On a motion made by Councilman Lasher, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to approve purchasing 8 brand new rear tiresfor D2 not to exceed $1000
total.

Welden then mentioned that they still have to consider dead end roads, stating he
hasn’t talked to Attorney Peter Doherty and if he doesn’t they would have to call
someone else before winter.

Lasher then asked who was in charge of the highway department now that Prossis
goneon atrip. Healso asked when he would be returning. Welden said heleft on
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Tuesday and wasn’t sure when he wasreturning but he apparently didn’t leave
anyonein charge. Lasher then asked what the men wer e supposed to do in case of
an emergency. Lasher stated that he knowsthe men are capable but reminded the
board that it doesn’t say much for the position of highway superintendent if Pross
didn’t think he needed a replacement in his absence.

OLD BUSINESS

16a. Welden said Doherty was impressed with the survey records of the roads and
gave Welden a nameto contact that dealswith thisarea. Welden said they should
send the Geor ge Bunk guidelinesto the surveyorson thelist also to the contact that
the attorney gave them.

16d. Jodway asked why thisitem was still on the agenda. She said it had been on
therefor thelast 8 months and nothing has been done. Jodway respectfully asked
that it beremoved.

16e. At thispoint the board discussed optionsfor a new voice mail system. Lasher
asked if it might be better to just look into a dedicated phoneline.

RESOLUTION # 103

NEW PHONE LINE COST

On a motion made by Councilwoman Stock, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway,
the following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to have Supervisor Welden get the cost of a new phoneline.
16i. A new trash pickup date was discussed for October 21% and 22" for the town.

RESOLUTION # 104

OCTOBER TRASH PICKUP DATES

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Stock, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to set the next trash pick up datefor the town to October 21% from 8 am —
4pm, and 22" from 9 am to 2 p.m. Pending L eonard Pross being able to arrange
the specifics.

At this point Councilwoman Jodway thanked Justice Clerk Miller for cleaning out
the office space after the furnace was taken out.
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16k. The board discussed holding a special meeting to discussworkers
compensation insurance. Supervisor Welden told the board that $7241.82 was owed
for tail claimsfor 2006 for Herkimer County Self Insurance Claims.

16l. Councilman Lasher isstill working on the North Gardinier Road L oop.

16m. Theboard discussed if they should deposit the Trident Insurance Check or
send it back. Welden reminded everyone that the deadline was getting close and if
they didn’t make a decision the check would be void. Welden said if they deposited
it into the agency account it really isn’t the town’s money and the board could still
issue a check back to Trident Insurance Company at a later date. Lasher said he
believed it was a fraudulent charge and he couldn’t be a part of that, reminding the
board membersthat they all haveto be abletolook in the mirror. Edmundssaid it
was a waste of taxpayer’s money if they didn’t use the check. Stock said you should
only useinsurance when it is absolutely necessary and she votes to send the check
back, stating that that ishow she voted before and sheis still holding on to that.

RESOLUTION # 105

RETURNING THE TRIDENT INSURANCE CHECK

On amotion made by Councilman Lasher, seconded by Councilwoman Stock, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes2  Stock, Lasher
Nays 2 Edmunds, Jodway
Abstain1 Welden

Resolved to send back the insurance check to Trident Insurance Company.
Motion not accepted.
NEW BUSINESS

Councilman Edmunds said he would like to talk to Mr. Drummond about using his
former manure pit for fire protection.

20. Warrants

RESOLUTION # 106

PAY ABSTRACTSFOR MONTH

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway,
the following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays 0

Beit hereby resolved that the town board member s audit both the general and
highway warrants and abstractsfor the month and approve for payment # s 0901
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through 0915 for general warrantsand # s 0901 through 0919 for highway
warrants.

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Stock, the
meeting was adjourned at 11:07 P.M. Carried unanimougly.

Mary Lou Herringshaw, Town Clerk



