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REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF DANUBE, DECEMBER 13, 2006

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Danube, County of Herkimer
and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 438 Creek Road, Little Falls,
NY on 13" day of December, 2006.

PRESENT: CharlesWelden ----  Supervisor
Allan G. Edmunds ----  Councilman
Lee Ann Stock ----  Councilwoman
James L asher ----  Councilman
Patricia Jodway ----  Councilwoman
Mary Herringshaw ----  Clerk
ABSENT: Leonard Pross ----  Superintendent of Highways

Supervisor Welden called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm followed by the pledge of
allegiancetotheflag. At thispoint Supervisor Welden started the Hearing/Special
M eeting concer ning the Windmill M oratorium by reading the notice that was put in
the paper. After reading the notice Welden opened up the floor to comments.
Resident Mary Ann Alosio wasthefirst to speak stating that even though it is stated
asamoratorium it sounds more like the board can waiveit if they choose too.
Welden responded that it waswritten with the guidance of the town attorney. Fran
Alosio spoke next saying that value of property isa concern to him referring to the
cell tower on Fall Hill. Lasher then reminded everyone that when the cell tower
first took off the board didn’t have a lot of information and they made a mistake
because they took people at their words. Lasher further explained that iswhy the
board looks at things mor e closely now, saying that they didn’t have the foresight to
seeit back then but now they do.

With no mor e questions or comments about the Windmill Moratorium, Welden
returned to the agenda of the regular meeting.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR/PUBLIC CONCERNS

7:18 Supervisor Welden opened thefloor to public comment.

Resident Michael Weiner wasthefirst to speak stating that at 5:30 this evening he
had called the dog control officer about the dogs around his house. He also stated
that thetroopersand a DEC officer had to come up by hisresidence and kill a
coyote, which they are sending out for arabiestest. Weiner stated that therewould
bealot of problemsif it came back positive. Weiner then stated that heissurethat
the board had heard what happened to him on November 9 and stated that it has
to stop. Weiner then went on to say that on May 9" he handed out a culvert
resolution #2 and he hasn’t heard anything back from theboard. Weiner said he
wasrequesting for something to be done with the pipe reminding everyone present
that he has been asking for thelast 5-10 years. Weiner continued on about picking
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up a copy of theturnaround agreement that was left at the town hall and wanted to
know the status. Next Weiner told everyonethat he saw the Town of Danube truck
that the Highway Superintendent drivesat Wal-Mart, and that Weiner himself saw
Prossin there shopping with hiswife, Weiner wanted to know why Prosswas using
thetruck for personal use. Weiner then stated that Pross hasn’'t done anything to
help him out and he won’t say any more about it because Prosswasn’t there but if
he was there Weiner said hewould call him aliar. Next Weiner asked about the
status of the survey that Lasher was handling. Lasher said hetalked to the man
earlier today and it istaking alot of time. Lasher told Weiner if he had a complaint
to cometo Lasher directly. Lasher reminded everyonethat the board has hired
someoneto do the survey but they can’t put atime limit on when it gets completed.
Weiner then stated that earlier in theyear thetroopers (Trooper Gage specifically)
didn’t give aticket to the wood cutter because Prosstold the trooper that the man
wason private property. Weiner wanted to know how Pross figured out it was
private property if the survey wasn’'t done. Weiner then stated what he had to go
through on November 9™ no one should ever haveto go through. Jodway did
confirm that she saw 3 troopers and the DEC up by Slabe’ s house taking care of the
dog. Weiner finished by stating that something had to be done with the pipein his
driveway.

Resident Mary Ann Alosio spoke next stating that with in this month we had the 3
100 year rain, stating that water was coming on to her property and proving with
thelatest rain that thedrainageisvery poor up by her house. Alosio stated that
nothing is ever taken care of up there and that the highway department only findsa
temporary fix and never a solution to the problem.

Resident Fran Alosio wasthe next to speak stating that all of thework done up in
Finks basin was donewrong. Alosio went on to say that every singlejob isdone
wrong by the highway department. Alosio referred to the Dobrovolc property and
the amount of money the town spent up there wondering why it wasn’t doneright.
Alosio said he knows Pr oss has a whole town to take care of but if none of it isdone
right then thereisa problem, stating that the water in Finks Basin isa problem.
Alosio said that he paystaxes and he has never heard of such stuff, referringtothe
liesand BS. Lasher told Mr. Alosio hewasright but reminded him that the sole
responsibility isthat of the highway superintendent. Lasher reminded everyone
that the highway men can only do what they aretold to do. Lasher also stated that
it all goes back to leadership. Mr. Alosio then stated that he agreed with Mike about
seeing thetruck all over even stating that if Prossdid hisjob right then you might
beturn your head. Alosio said the problem isthat Prossdoesn’t do hisjob right.
Alosio stated he has seen thetruck all over even at Sangertown Mall. Welden then
said hethought Pross should be present for the discussion and suggested setting up
a meeting with the town residents and the highway to go over what people have
complaints about. Welden said they could probably go over the highway
agreementsalso. Councilwoman Stock said that drainageisa crucial problem and
was hopeful that it would be worked into the agreements. Lasher said thereare
such variousterrainsin thetownship that when it rainsyou have to go out and clean
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up after every rain stating also that ishasto be done continuously. Welden then
stated that they have held back on thingsasa board and they would haveto get a
meeting scheduled with Pross, the highway men and the town’s people. Lasher then
stated that Prossis an elected official and can do what hewants. Lasher said that
attorney Haak hit it on the head when he said that the towns have antiquated laws
and you elected and it isonly part time. Lasher then stated again that it isn’t the
men’sfault it isin the administration.

Welden then requested that they move along with the agenda.
7:41 Public Comment was closed.

RESOLUTION # 125
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
On a motion made by Councilwoman Stock, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved that the agenda for the meeting be approved.

When moving on to the minutes Jodway mentioned that on line 39 of October 25™
minutes sherecalls stating that she still hadn’t received any phonelogsin her
mailbox and wondered how they could just go missing. Jodway stated she came
down 4 times since December 1% to pick up logs and there wer e no highway logs.
Jodway also reported that she had done some digging and found an articlein the
Town Topicsthat stated that using atown truck isa benefit. Jodway asked who
deemsthe value of usage. Welden stated that Pross said it cost about $1.00 per mile
todrivethetruck and wereimburse .45 cents per mile. Jodway said she wanted
everyoneto know that it isa benefit. Lasher said that the $1.00 per mile cost that
Pross came up with was 2 or 3 years ago beforethe gaspriceincreased. Edmunds
then suggested that the board get rid of the truck and pay Prossfor mileage for
using hisown vehicle. Jodway stated that shefelt Pross should haveto keep a
mileage log. Jodway then asked if everyone went for theinsurance. Welden replied
that Pross decided hedidn’t want thetown’sinsurance. Jodway said it wasjust a
question she had because it was in the minutes of the 29"

RESOLUTION # 126

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the

following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway

Nays O

Resolved that the minutes from October 25" 2006 be approved as submitted making

referenceto the notesin the paragraph above.
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RESOLUTION # 127
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On amotion made by Councilwoman Stock, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway,
the following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O
Resolved that the minutes from November 8" 2006 be approved as submitted.

RESOLUTION # 128
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O
Resolved that the minutes from November 29" 2006 be approved as submitted.

REPORT OF TOWN OFFICIALS

ASSESSOR
Welden reported that he had all of the assessment infor mation on the website except
for pictures.

CODES REPORT

The board went over thereport submitted by Pat Kelly. Welden then reported that
Kelly would beleaving at the end of theyear asheismoving. Welden did state that
Kelly agreed to work with a new code officer for the month of January for no feeto
help out thetown. Welden then stated that 3 different people have expressed
interest in the position.

TOWN JUSTICE
Welden stated that the town board had received two letter s from both Justice
Broderick and her hushand.

DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Welden stated that there was no report available but did mention that there were 2
dogstaken to the humane society by Hysack and him. Jodway then asked
Herringshaw how many dogs wer e licensed in thetown and if it would help if
Hysack could issue licenses also. Herringshaw stated that 60 dogs wer e licensed so
far in theyear and that Hysack could issue licensesif the board made a resolution to
do so. Jodway asked if an enumeration would help. Herringshaw reminded the
board that one was done not too long ago at the town’s expense and nothing was
done with theinformation that was collected. Herringshaw suggested that if the
board was considering an enumer ation then they should actually have a plan of
action in place beforeit isdoneto figure out what to do with the information
gathered, suggesting that whomever doesthe enumeration be allowed to issue
licenses on the spot. Herringshaw reported that a dog license in our town only costs
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$4.00 per year if thedog is spayed or neutered also stating that oncethedogis
licensed the renewals usually take place via the mail.

TOWN CLERK
Supervisor Welden accepted the monthly report from Clerk Herringshaw for the
month of November 2006.

CEMETERY BOARD
A report was submitted by Rick M osher but hewasn’t able to make the meeting.

SUPERVISOR’'SREPORT

RESOLUTION #129

MONTHLY REPORT

On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5  Welden, Edmunds, Stock, Lasher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved to accept the November’s Monthly Report from Supervisor Welden.

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

Highway Superintendent Prosswas not present but did provide areport for the
board to go over. Theboard decided that they couldn’t really go over the report
without Prossthereto answer questions. Lasher asked Welden and therest of the
board if they knew why Prosswasn’t there. No one knew. Resident Fran Alosio
then stated that thiskind of thing isexactly what Alosio istalking about with Pross,
no accountability. Clerk Herringshaw reminded Alosio that Pross holds an elected
position and that if Alosio was so dissatisfied with the job Pross doesthen maybe he
should run for that office himself.

OLD BUSINESS
17b. RESOLUTION # 130
WIND TURNBINE MORATORIUM
On amotion made by Councilman Lasher, seconded by Councilwoman Jodway, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O
Resolved that the Town of Danube passthe Wind Turbine Moratorium as presented
in the public notice.

17c. Welden reported that the $5000.00 budgeted for both trash pickup days
cover ed the total cost and stated that residents seem very happy about it.
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179. Welden stated that the limited maintenance highway situation hasto be
handled befor e someone for ces the town to build aroad on their individual schedule
instead of on thetown’s schedule.

17j. Welden stated that he would really like approval to get on the waiting list for a
higher speed internet connection. Welden said hefelt it wasthe only way togoin
thetown and thereisa 1-3 month waiting period. Jodway said shewould liketo see
a signed policy in placefirst about the usage befor e she would agree to anything.
Lasher said he agreed with Jodway. Welden said he would eventually like to move
his office from hishome to the town hall but can’t do so without a high speed
internet connection in place. Lasher asked Welden how soon he wanted to be
moved over to thetown hall. Stock said she thought they should go ahead and get
on thewaiting list.

RESOLUTION # 131
HIGH SPEED INTERNET CONNECTION WAITING LIST
On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes3 Welden, Edmunds, Stock

Nays 2 L asher, Jodway

Resolved that Supervisor Welden put the Town of Danube, Town Hall on the
waiting list for a high speed internet connection.

171. The board then discussed the electrical inspection that took placein thetown
garage and meeting room that occurred last week. Joe Polnak reported that the
hook up for the generator is screwed up and the policy for turning on the generator
isoutrageous. Lasher said hewould like to see Polnak put that information in
writing.

17m. The board then discussed the letter that Attorney Haak drafted for the
previous court clerk pertainingto final payment.

RESOLUTION # 132
PREVIOUS COURT CLERK FINAL PAYMENT LETTER
On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Stock, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes3 Welden, Edmunds, Stock

Nays 2 L asher, Jodway

Resolved that Supervisor Welden go ahead and mail out the letter drafted for the
previous court clerk with final payment.

NEW BUSINESS
18b. December 28" at 9:00 a.m. was the date and time set for the Year End Meeting
for the Town of Danube.

21. Warrants
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RESOLUTION # 133

PAY ABSTRACTSFOR MONTH

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilwoman Stock, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Beit hereby resolved that the town board members have audited both the general
and highway warrants and abstractsfor the month and approve for payment for
General Claims# 1201 — 1218, and Highway Claims #1201 - 1216.

On a motion made by Supervisor Welden, seconded by Councilman Edmunds, the
meeting was adjourned at 9:14 P.M. Carried unanimously.

Mary Lou Herringshaw, Town Clerk

YEAR END MEETING, TOWN OF DANUBE, DECEMBER 28, 2006

A yearend meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Danube, County of
Herkimer and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 438 Creek Road,
Little Falls, NY on 28" day of December 2006.

PRESENT: CharlesWelden ----  Supervisor

Allan G. Edmunds ----  Councilman

James L asher Councilman

Patricia Jodway ----  Councilwoman

Mary Herringshaw ----  Clerk

Leonard Pross ----  Superintendent of Highways
ABSENT: Lee Ann Stock ----  Councilwoman

Supervisor Welden called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. with the Pledge of
Allegianceto the Flag.

RESOLUTION # 134

PAY ABSTACTSFOR MONTH

On a motion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes4  Welden, Edmunds, L asher, Jodway
Nays O
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Beit hereby resolved that the town board member s audit both the general and
highway warrants and abstractsfor the month and approve for payment # s 1301
through 1307 for general warrantsand # s 1301 through 1311 for highway
warrants.

At thispoint the board followed with #4 on the agenda Other Actions and skipped to
b —Datefor Organizational M eeting and first regular meeting —the board discussed
and agreed that the Organizational M eeting was to be held on January 2" at 8:00
a.m. (at therequest of Clerk Herringshaw who said she had to be at the town hall at
that timefor office hours anyways, and would haveto go to her full timejob
immediately after adjournment) and the 1% regular monthly meeting wasto be held
on Tuesday January 16" (Supervisor Welden had requested going to the third week
of the month instead of the 2" as this meeting would have made it 3 meetingsin 3
weeks— Councilman Lasher agreed but asked if it could be held on a different night
as he had a commitment on Wednesday evening. Theboard agreed that Tuesday
evening would work and Lasher suggested still holding the meeting at 7:00 pm so
that therewould be less confusion to the town residents who are used to coming to
7:00 pm meetings). Welden also mentioned the email he had copied for everyone
concerning theinspection of farm buildings. Welden said it would be devastating
for the town and would probably mean the town would need a full time code

enfor cer.

4c. Thetown board set January 16™ at 6:00 pm asthetimeto hold interviews for the
code enforcer position with the regular meeting to be held at 7:00 pm the same
evening. Theboard requested Herringshaw to put a noticein the paper of the
change.

At 9:30 a.m. Highway Superintendent Pross asked the highway men to join the
meeting to discuss salary.

da. Supervisor Welden started off by stating that the federal minimum wage was
increasing in 2007 and they would havetoraisethelabor rate (thetown didn’t have
achoice). Welden went on to say that hedidn’t have a problem raising the salaries
for everyone acrossthe board by .50 cents per hour and leaving the vacation and
sick timethe same. Prossthen said that the wing people comein on a as needed
basisnot like in other townswho hirethem full time, Pross said he wanted the board
to know how fortunate the town isto have people willing to come in for just a couple
hoursa day as needed thinking that the 50 cent increase isjustified.

Next there was a lengthy discussion about wher e the money isdistributed within the
budget to show how much is spent on plowing county roadsvs. town roads. Lasher
said he would like to see how many actual hoursfor the part time help is spent on
county and town roads. Lasher said he wanted everyone to know that he wouldn’t
agree to anything without knowing how much it cost to plow theroads. Lasher then
explained how easy it should beto track that information and explained how they
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did it on thethruway to figure out how much was being spent to plow (repairs, salt,
labor, fuel etc). Lasher said hewould like to see an itemized payroll for town roads
vs. county roads. Welden said there would be alot morework involved to capture
that information. Lasher again said that it should be pretty easy to keep a log of
how much timeis spent on each road in one swing but did tell Welden if hedidn’t
want to do it then not to if it wastoo much paperwork.

Mark Warner then asked the board why he hadn’t received a response about his
request for increased vacation and sick time over the past few years. War ner
reminded them that he has put up with alot working for thistown and there should
be some kind of incentivein place to make you want to cometo work and thereisn’t
in thistown. Warner said he had asked for a 3"¢ week’s vacation and more sick
time and it wastabled and he wanted to know why nothing has been done about it.
L asher said that in 2000 the board capped vacation and sick time. Lasher also said
that hefelt 2 weeks vacation was enough for anyone. Welden said he agreed and
that as a teacher he had far too much timewhen heretired. Warner asked L asher if
that was how much vacation L asher received per year from thethruway. Warner
said that hewastold by Welden, that it wastabled not capped. Warner then said he
had concern about what would happen to hishome and family if he was out of work
for an extended period of time and did not have the sick timeto cover hiswagesin
hisabsence. Warner then brought up an incident in the past where an employee
was out of work longer than the sick time allowed reminding everyone that that
employee got full compensation from thetown for histimeout. Lasher said the
employee had been working for thetown for along time and the town only gave him
the funding for the difference from what disability didn’t cover. Lasher also
admitted that the town board probably shouldn’t have donethat either. Darrin
Fisher then asked about bereavement time off. Fisher said he had heard from
another town that the employees are allowed a specific number of ber eavement days
off. Lasher said it isup to each town to put bereavement leaveinto their policy.
Lasher reminded the men that they didn’t belong to a union wherethereare
specificsin place that have to befollowed. Therewasthen a heated discussion
between Lasher and Welden about the benefitsthat Lasher received from paying
union dues dating back to 1978 when it was mandatory for all employeesto pay into
thefund. Lasher said he never benefited in anyway from a union and he would call
any person aliar that said any different. Herringshaw then interrupted Lasher to
try and tell him that Welden was apologizing for the possible misstatement but

L asher had told Herringshaw to shut up because she was only the town clerk and it
wasn’'t any of her business. Welden then reminded everyonetherethat both Darrin
and Berniewould be getting an extra week vacation thisyear asthey were both
starting the 6" year. Warner stated that he hated thistime of year when he had to
ask the board for anything extra. Lasher asked Warner and the other men not to
look at this personally because any changesfall on the backs of the taxpayersand
the board is spending the tax payer’smoney. Warner said that the benefitsare an
incentive to stay working for thetown. Welden asked what the rest of the board felt
about adding a couple of sick days. Jodway asked how many the men had now.
Welden said the men received 6 eight hour days currently (both personal and sick
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combined) accumulating up to 30 days. Edmunds said that when he wasworking if
you missed morethan 2 days of work you had to have a doctor’s excuseto return to
work. Welden said he would write up a couple of resolutions wherethe board could
put in any numbersthat they wanted. Welden then asked the board again what
they felt about giving a 50 cent raise across the board.

RESOLUTION # 135
SALARY INCREASE
On amotion made by Councilwoman Jodway, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes4 Welden, Edmunds, Jodway
Nays O
Abstainl  Lasher
Resolved that the salariesfor everyone be raise 50 cents acr oss the board.

Lasher said hedidn’t object to them getting araise hejust didn’t feel the discussion
was finished.

Lasher then said hewould liketo talk about some other issues. Lasher said that
Jodway had been asking for a phonelog from the highway department and wanted
to know what the men thought about it. Fisher said hedidn’t think it was anyone’s
businessif he hiswife called him. Mosher said hethought it was a littletoo time
consuming for the amount of timesthe phonerings. Warner said hetried it and it
just doesn’t work. Lasher then asked the men why they even answer ed the phone,
stating that it doesn’t make sense to him for someone to crawl out from under a
truck to answer the phone. Fisher asked what the purpose of the phone log was.
Jodway said it wasto reconcilethe bills. Jodway then said she had come down to
the garage 4 times since the 1% of December to pick up the logs and they werenot in
her mailbox. Prosssaid that for 4 monthsin arow heleft them in Jodway’sbox and
he didn’t know why shedidn’t get them.

Prossthen asked if he could ask a question befor e the meeting was adj our ned about
the budget figures. Prosssaid that on the 2006 budget ther e was $329,000 in
highway and on the 2007 budget it only says $328,000 and he wanted to know where
the $1000 shortage went. Welden said he would look into it but it was probably just
histyping error.

On a motion made by Supervisor Welden, seconded by Councilman Edmunds, the
meeting was adjourned at 11:08 A.M. Carried unanimously.

Mary Lou Herringshaw, Town Clerk



