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REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF DANUBE, MAY 9, 2007

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Danube, County of Herkimer
and State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 438 Creek Road, Little Falls, NY
on the 9" day of May 2007.

PRESENT: CharlesWelden ----  Supervisor

Allan G. Edmunds ----  Councilman

Lee Ann Stock ----  Councilwoman

James L asher Councilman

Patricia Jodway ----  Councilwoman

Mary Herringshaw ----  Clerk

Leonard Pross ----  Superintendent of Highways
ABSENT:

Supervisor Welden called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Warrants

RESOLUTION # 61

PAY ABSTRACTSFOR MONTH

On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was

ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Beit hereby resolved that the town board member s audit both the general and
highway warrants and abstractsfor the month and approve for payment # s 0501
through 0512 ($1864.52) for general warrantsand # s 0501 through 0517
($11845.69) for highway warrants.

HIGHWAY REPORT

Highway Superintendent asked the board if there were any questionswith the
report he submitted. Prossthen told therest of the board that Welden suggested
they do adrive around to discuss where summer work should be done. Pross said
thiswould save time by getting the board input asto what they thought needsto be
done. Welden said it would be very helpful to have everyone drive around to see
what needsto be done. Prossthen asked the board for thoughtson repairing
Kronkite Road. Lasher said that tractor trailersand milk tankersareruining the
road. Lasher asked Prossif there were any weight limit signs posted on any of the
roads (referring to axle weight limit). Prosssaid that the town couldn’t stop a
driver from doing business. Lasher said you can if thereisanother road or routeto
use. Prossthen said that the busisdoing alot of the damage up thereand heis
getting no cooper ation from the school. Pross said he has asked the busdriver to go
down further and make theturn but thedriver refusesto do that. Lasher asked
Welden to invite the Ft. Plain School Superintendent to the next board meeting.
Lasher said if Prossisrunninginto a stonewall then the board will take over,
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explaining that thisway it istaken right out of Pross' s hands and the board can
settleit with the school system. Lasher also recommended not doing anything with
theroad until the situation isresolved up there explaining that it didn’t make sense
to put any more money into it right now. Jodway asked Pross about the status of
thegravel beds. Prossexplained that they went up there and dug test holes and Al
Edmundstook pictures. Prosssaid that basically they had 5000 — 6000 yar dsthat
didn’t look too bad. Jodway said she wished she had known because she would have
liked tolook at it with her own eyes. Lasher reminded everyone that the board
agreed last year with the highway department to use the stuff under the over burden
asthereisstill /3 up thereto use. Lasher said that Kronkite Road would be a good
placeto useit. Prosssaid that Kronkite Road would take over 7000 yardsto fix it
and wonder ed if the board would want to useit all up there. Lasher said that he
thought the highway department should use thetown’s gravel first to save the town
money. Lasher told Pross he could then dressit up with better material. Lasher
said it would be equal to anything on any road out thereright now. Prosssaid if
they put fiber on it then he would consider using it. Welden then asked if the east
end of the gravel bed could beused. Lasher said that wasthe piecethey were
talking about. Lasher felt they should strip the gravel bed and usethe top on
Kronkite Road and then see what they have up there. Lasher also reminded Pross
that he agreed to do thework up thereand let it set for a year to see how it held up
over thewinter before oil and stoning it (reminding everyonethat Vestal did make a
ver bal agreement to come back and redo the road but never did follow through).
Stock then asked about datesfor adrivearound. Lasher suggested that Pross ook
at hishelp situation for the summer beforethey did adrive around. Lasher said
Pross should figure out how much he would be able to get done this summer with
the limited help with one man out. Prossreminded the board that the FEM A money
that was given to thetown had to be used on the 3 jobsthat it was meant for and
those jobs had to be done. Prosssaid hewould use Horender’sfor onejob and the
highway department for the other two. Jodway then asked Prosswhat the status of
employee Mark Warner was. Prosssaid Warner would be out for 2 months after
his surgery which was supposed to have taken place earlier today but because
Warner wassick they didn’t dothesurgery. Lasher still suggested it would be a
good idea to get the jobs done that were started at the beginning of theyear. Lasher
said he would need answer s before he would agree to anything more. Lasher said
one question he had from last month waswhat the status of Little Falls Fuel was.
Lasher asked Pross how they were getting along. Pross said things wer e fine.
Lasher then asked Pross about the comment he made about the trucksfreezing up.
Prosssaid hedidn’t say that thetruckswere freezing up only thetanks. Lasher
reminded Prossthat he said the nozzles and filterswerefreezing up. Prosssaid he
told the board that the fuel frozein the tank and the men couldn’t get it out two or
threetimes. Lasher said hewastold by the men that the fuel nozzle froze up and
that it hasdoneit beforewith other fuel companies. Lasher then asked about the
status of thetown barn break in. Prosssaid that Darrin told him it was broken into
and that a tow chain was missing. Prosssaid that the lights were also left on.

Lasher then questioned Pross about the statement he gave the board about speaking
to Trooper Jess. Lasher told Prossthat he actually called the trooper s himself to get
information about the break insand wastold thereisn’t a Trooper Jess. Prosssaid
it was Trooper Pete Millsnot Jess. Lasher asked him why he said it was Jessthen to
theboard. Lasher then asked Prosswhat happened to the Dodge truck
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transmission. Lasher wanted to know where Pross was when it went bad. Pross
said he went for partsin Syracuse and wason hisway back to Little Fallson the
Thruway in Herkimer when it broke down. Lasher then asked Prosswho waswith
him in thetruck when it broke down and who towed the truck back to the garage.
Bob Drummond spoke up and said that he waswith Prossin the truck when it
broke down. Lasher then asked how thetruck got back tothe garage. Pross said
that Drummond towed it back. Lasher asked Prosswhy he didn’t have one of the
highway employeestow it back. Lasher then reminded Prossthat by having
someone elsein the truck with him and then having someone else tow it back leads
to both aliability and code of ethicissue. Lasher then asked Prossif hedrovethe
truck knowing it had aleak. Prosssaid hedidn’'t. Lasher then told Prossthat when
he was at a Pancake Breakfast in Amesto benefit the fire department, Brad
approached Lasher and told Lasher that Pross said he knew thetruck was leaking
and still droveit. Prossdenied it. Welden then changed the subject to the Security
System that Pross waslooking into. Welden asked Prossif he had the copy of the
estimate. Prosssaid he had one but he thought Welden was going to take care of it
so hedidn’t keep a copy. Welden said he thought he might have the contact
information in his paperwork so he would call him. Jodway then asked Pross about
the culvert in front of Sitterly’s. Jodway asked if Prosshad him sign areleaseform
so thetown wasn’t responsible. Lasher asked why he plugged the ditch. Jodway
asked why hedidn’t go on the other side of Volo'sdriveway. Prosssaid that water
isgoing through both culverts. Jodway said that if this causes a water problem in
front of her yard she would befiling a complaint with the town. Prosssaid with the
amount of stone and water that flows down there he doesn’t think therewill be a
problem. Jodway asked if Pross had been down to inspect it. Prosssaid he was
down there earlier today but hewasn’t there. Prossreminded Jodway that he
wouldn’t have let him put it thereif hethought it would cause a problem down the
road. Lasher asked Prosswhat he would do if there was a holiday weekend with no
one from the highway department around and thereisastorm and it washes out a
lawn. Jodway said it isgoing to be a problem. Welden then asked about a date for
adrivearound. Theboard agreed on the 24™ at 7:00 a.m. Prossthen told the board
that hewould like to get a motor job done on D1 thissummer. Prossasked the
board if they looked over the estimate he had given them. Lasher said the estimate
didn’t give a break down of exactly what was going to be done and covered and
before he would agree to a commitment he would have to seethat. Lasher also said
hewould like to know from both Pross and the board what direction they are going
in. Lasher reminded Prossthat hetold the board a few years ago that he needed a
new truck because the old oneswerejunk and now he wantsto put thousandsinto
the old trucks after the town bought a new one. Lasher again asked what direction
Prosswas going in because L asher said next year hedidn’t want to hear Pross say
he needs another new truck after they put all of this money into one of the old
trucks. Prosssaid that thetruck hasalot of hourson it and it needsthe work done.
Lasher said heisall for it if it needsit but Lasher said that after talking to the men
heisn’t convinced that it needsthe work done. Prosssaid the guy who drivesit says
it needsit. Lasher then asked Prossif he checked it out himself or if heisletting one
of the guystell him he should spend over $8000. Prossasked what would happen if
it breaks down in the middle of winter. Lasher again said he hasn’t seen any proof
that it needs a new motor but said heisonly one vote. Jodway said shewould liketo
table the discussion until moreinformation is brought to the board. Prossasked
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Jodway what mor e information she wanted. Welden suggested that the board look
at all of the estimates and then look at the request again next month. Welden
suggested that Prosstentatively write up what road work needed to be done. Pross
asked the board if he should continue on Highway 4. Welden said yes. Edmunds
said getting back to thetruck estimate he would like to know what it would taketo
get an estimate. Lasher said an estimate from someone that actually comes up and
looksat thetruck. Prosssaid that Darrin istelling him one thing and the board
something different. Edmundssaid if Pross could get two independent opinions that
say thetruck needs an over haul then it needs one.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR/PUBLIC CONCERNS

At 8:30 p.m. Supervisor Welden opened the floor to public comment.

Resident Bill Bergen asked the board what he had to do to register for a grievance
with the board of assessment review. Clerk Herringshaw gave him the paperwork.

Resident Rich Reinhardt wasthe next to speak asking the board who hired the
assessor and if the town would ever go back to atown assessor. Welden said the
town would go back to atown assessor if they could find someone. Reinhardt then
asked Welden to explain why thetown decided to do the revaluation to get us back
to 100%. Reinhardt then told the board that he wasn’t very happy when he came
down to speak with the assessor and after 1 % hourson the phone he still thought
his assessment was excessive. Reinhardt said hedidn’t mind paying his share but he
would be coming to the BAR date.

Resident Michael Weiner wasthe next to speak. Weiner reminded the board that
he hasrequested 4 timesto have the drainage pipein the driveway taken car e of.
Weiner said he gave the board a letter on May 9" 2006 and still hasn’t heard
anything back about wheretheroad ends or the survey. Welden explained that the
board isin contact with a surveyor but they are still waiting on information. Pross
asked Weiner who concreted up the end of the culvert originally that is causing all
of the problem now. Welden said they couldn’t do anything about it until the
survey isdone.

Resident Jim Cuffe wasthe next to speak. Cuffesaid therearealot of illegal dumps
in thetown and the place above him isatown sanctioned dump. Cuffe explained
that for the past month the guy has brought truck loads of tiresup there and then
today the town highway department went up there and strategically dumped dirt in
front of each of the piles of tires so that the owner could cover them up the next day.
Cuffe said that thetiresare going to be buried right above hiswell and that the
town isapart of the problem. Code officer Greg Lynch agreed to go up and takea
look and pictureswith Cufferight then. Prosssaid the highway department
dumped sand from the side of theroad up thereand if he usesit to cover tiresit

isn’t thetown’sproblem. Cuffe said that Prossthinks| am just mad because | was
on thelist to get dirt and didn’t get any but it ismorethan that and | don’t think the
town should be helping thisresident cover up tires, appliances and everything else
that he buriesup there. Therewas a heated discussion between Cuffe and Pross at
thistime,



197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245

Bob Drummond then addressed the board stating that incidents like this should be
directed to theboard only so that thingsdon’t get out of hand.

Prossthen said that the highway department gives sand to anyone who wantsit but
they won't jeopar dize getting stuck to leaveit. Prosssaid where Cuffe wanted usto
drop off sand wasin a spot wherethe water came over Pross s shoes.

Eileen Warner then reminded everyone of a memorial servicefor Leo Singer that
would take place on June 2" at the Indian Castle Church. She also said there would
be an action on July 28" to benefit the church foundation and if anyone wanted to
donate anything they could see her.

Blair Frasier then told the board that they had theright to rescind a law that was
too stringent on thetown’s people. Frasier also said he was concer ned about the
wind turbine generators.

DenisKorce, county legislator then spoke about worker s compensation, the
revaluation process, wind millsand thejail.

9:33 Public Comment was closed.
At 9:34 therewas a brief intermission until 9:37.

RESOLUTION # 62
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
On a motion made by Councilwoman Stock, seconded by Councilman Edmunds, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved that the agenda for the meeting be approved.

At thispoint the board discussed the minutesfrom April. Jodway referred toline
67 and wanted to know who wasin char ge of the highway department when Pross
was on vacation. Prosssaid that therewas a resolution madethat heisstill in
charge even when heisaway. Jodway questioned why Pross hadn’t notified the
board that he was going away incase there was a problem. When Prossdidn’t reply
Jodway asked Stock if shewas notified as she wasthe board contact for Pross for
the month. Stock said she wasn’t notified.

RESOLUTION # 63
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On amotion made by Councilwoman Jodway, seconded by Supervisor Welden, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved that the minutes from April 11" be approved as submitted.
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REPORT OF TOWN OFFICIALS

CODESREPORT

Code official Greg Lynch was present to answer any questions about thereport
submitted. Theboard agreed to set a discussion session for Tuesday June 5th @
7:00 pm with Lynch to go over the new law from NY State. Lynch also reported
that there are 3 new houses going up in thetown. Lynch said he had received a lot
of calls about garages also.

TOWN JUSTICE

Supervisor Welden mentioned that Petrie had been certified and is now holding
court. Welden also recommended bumping up Petrie'ssalary as heisthe only
justicefor thetown right now.

RESOLUTION #64
JUSTICE SALARY INCREASE
On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved that thejustice salary for Justice Richard Petrie beincreaseto the level
wherethefirst justice was ($7750) now that heisthe #1 justice for the town.

The board also discussed the clerk to thejustice job description. Welden said he
was going to send it to Judge Murphy to take alook at.

TOWN CLERK
Supervisor Welden accepted the monthly report submitted from Clerk Herringshaw
for the month of April 2007.

CEMETERY BOARD

The board went over thereport submitted by Rick M osher along with the minutes
from the annual meeting. Jodway questioned Pross about a sign for thetown hall
after reading that the highway department was wor king on a sign for one of the
cemeteries.

SUPERVISOR’'S REPORT
RESOLUTION # 65
SUPERVISOR’'SMONTHLY REPORT
On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman L asher, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays 0

Resolved to approvethe April 2007 monthly report from Supervisor Welden.

OLD BUSINESS
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17e. Theboard agreed tolook at the highway turn around siteswhen they did the
drive around.

17f. Welden asked Pross about the status of the Limited M aintenance Highway
reminding Prossthat thelaw has been in placefor 2 yearsnow. Prosssaid it isjust
a matter of classifying theroads now.

17j.
RESOLUTION # 66
INTERNET USAGE POLICY
On a motion made by Supervisor Welden, seconded by Councilman Edmunds, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved to adopt the Internet Usage Policy for all town personnel.

NEW BUSINESS

Welden explained to the board that he had purchased the Court Lap Top Computer
form former Justice Broderick and wanted the board to think about purchasing it
from him for the current town justiceto use. Welden said it was expensive ($1100)
but hefelt iswascritical to get it back into the town.

CONFERENCE REQUEST
RESOLUTION # 67
TOWN CLERK & RMO REQUESTS
On a motion made by Councilwoman Jodway, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the
following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes5 Welden, Edmunds, Stock, L asher, Jodway
Nays O

Resolved to approve attendance of Mary Lou Herringshaw to the Recor ds
Management Classto be held in Herkimer County Office Building and attendance
to the Herkimer County Town Clerk Association 40" anniversary dinner and
meeting.

On amotion made by Councilman Edmunds, seconded by Councilman Lasher, the
meeting was adjourned at 11:25 P.M. Carried unanimously.

Mary Lou Herringshaw, Town Clerk



